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Media Statement 
Mars Petcare US Comments on Voluntary Recall of Everson, PA 

Plant Dry Pet Food Product 

  
September 12, 2008 

Today (September 12, 2008) Mars Petcare US announced a voluntary recall of all products 
produced at its Everson facility beginning February 18, 2008 until July 29, 2008.  The pet food is 
being recalled because of potential contamination with Salmonella Schwarzengrund. This voluntary 
recall only affects 31 states in the United States. 

“Even though no direct link between products produced at the Everson manufacturing plant and 
human or pet illness has been made, we are taking this precautionary action to protect pets and 
their owners.  We are continuing to work collaboratively with the FDA to determine the nature and 
source of Salmonella Schwarzengrund at the Everson facility, and are committed to making sure 
our consumers and customers have the information they need regarding our voluntary recall,” said 
Catherine Woteki, Global Director of Scientific Affairs, Mars, Incorporated.   

Mars Petcare US stopped production at the Everson facility on July 29, 2008 when the company 
was alerted of a possible link between dry pet food produced at the plant and two isolated cases of 
people infected with Salmonella Schwarzengrund.   

In order to avoid any potential risk to pets and their owners, the company initiated an extensive 
internal investigation to determine the extent of the involvement of the Everson facility in cooperation 
with the FDA. Ultimately, none of the pet foods found in consumer homes have been determined to 
contain Salmonella, and there have been no reports of pet illnesses in those households. 
 However, the strain of Salmonella Schwarzengrund involved in the illnesses has been detected in 
the company’s Everson facility. 

Many of the brands involved in the recall are national brands produced at multiple facilities. For 
example, the company manufactures PEDIGREE® in numerous facilities throughout the country, 
and the Everson facility represents a very small portion of the manufacturing base – 2.7 percent of 
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total PEDIGREE® production. 

Consumers can continue to have confidence in the quality and safety of the products produced at 
Mars Petcare US’ other facilities. Only those products which were produced at the Everson facility 
are impacted. 

Mars Petcare US will work with all of its customers to ensure that the recalled products are not on 
store shelves. These products should not be sold or fed to pets.  In the event that consumers 
believe they have purchased products affected by this voluntary recall, they should return the 
product to the store where they purchased it for a full refund.  Specific product details and other 
information can be found at www.petcare.mars.com. 

Catherine Woteki concluded, “Our top priority has always been and continues to be the health and 
welfare of pets and their owners. At Mars, we hold ourselves to the highest quality standards.” 
 

 

 
 

 
 

By EGRR President Hermine Scolnik 
 
This month EGRR has our very own brag!  Plato #440 has received Honorable Mention for 
Animal Assisted Therapy or Service, in the GRACE Awards.   These awards, sponsored by 
Rescue A Golden of Arizona (RAGofAZ), have been presented at the GRCA National 
Specialty annually since 2001. Plato, who had been left in the night drop box at PBC ACC in 
July 2007, was turned over to EGRR because he was 9 years old and had bad teeth.  After being 
fostered by Kristi Sachtleben, Plato was adopted by Marie and Tom Foley.  Because of his 
gentle demeanor, sparkling personality, love of people, and innate Golden intelligence, it was 
suggested to his new owners that he might make a good therapy dog.  They took the hint, and 
after becoming a TDInc registered dog, Plato and his mom Marie became regular visitors at 
nursing homes and assisted living facilities.  His story won over the judges, and although Plato 
didn’t make the long trip to Rhode Island, Marie was there to proudly receive his award.     
 
For the first time, since I can’t remember when, all our dogs are either in foster or foster-to-
adopt homes; no one is being boarded!!!  Brady/Gizmo’s foster-to-adopt family is just waiting 
for the results of his blood work to be sure he has been cured of a tick-borne disease. This is our 
rule; so they will be adopting him once he has a clean bill of health.  Also in foster-to-adopt 
homes are Java, the little girl with separation anxiety, and Hogan, who is recovering from TPO 
surgery.  Both dogs are doing well, and we expect these to eventually turn into adoptions.  
Already happily adopted are Shakira/Carleigh and Layla.  Bo, who is 6 years old and partially 
blind, is living happily in a foster home.  He doesn’t know he has a problem, and thinks he is still 
a puppy.  Also in foster homes, are Wilson, who is recovering from severe heartworm disease, 
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among many other things, Murphy/Booda, aged 4, whose family was moving to Manhattan 
and felt they couldn’t take him, and two middle aged girls, Sunny, an owner surrender to 
EGRR, and Blossom, an owner surrender to Broward ACC.  Hopefully all these Goldens, 
except for Wilson, will be adopted by next month.  That poor boy has a long road ahead of him, 
but with his loving foster family tending to his needs, the road will be a lot easier to travel. 
 
Last month, I had reported that Bear, owned and loved by former EGRR Board Member, 
Sharon Bennett, was completing his chemotherapy for treatment of lymphoma and doing well. 
Unfortunately, his remission did not last and his heartbroken parents are trying to decide what 
to do next.  They have our prayers, as do Billy/Rocky’s and Bruiser’s owners.  Both of these 
dogs are having kidney problems, and Bruiser’s are very serious since he has a tumor on his 
kidney affecting its function.  He will probably be having surgery soon.  Our report from Canada 
is much better – Wallace, our first hip dysplasia surgery dog, is still doing well, as is his sister 
Tori.  Wallace also is one of the dogs selected to be on our calendar (see below).  EGRR friend, 
Carol Johnson’s, Quincy, joined her Magnum at the Bridge just 10 days later.  These were 
Carol’s first two Goldens, and her heart is breaking.  As those of us who have been there know, 
work helps heal, and she has been pulling dogs from the Miami shelter, with a vengeance.   
 
EGRR is going to be selling our very first calendar!  Thank you to all the EGRC members who 
sent in pictures.  We decided not to limit the calendar to just rescue dogs, so there will be 
“friends and family dogs” as well.  The link is on our website—www.egrr.org. They make 
great holiday gifts. 

 
EGRR Calendars 

Are Here! 
 
2009 brings us EGRR’s 
first ever calendar, 
chock full of photos of 
its beautiful rescued 
Goldens and  friends.  
Take a look at the 
smiling “Boo Boo” 
who is the cover girl!  
Calendars are $19.99 
and can be ordered by 
visiting the EGRR 
website, located at 
www.egrr.org. We all 
need a calendar, and 
the money goes to a 
good cause.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The following litter meets EGRC’s Puppy Referral Policy 
requirements regarding clearances and the Code Of Ethics:  
 
Ingot Golden Retrievers, Caroline and Chris Roetzer 
CH Rush Hill Run'N Amuck At Abelard OA OAJ OAP 
OJP NFP, “Chaos” x CH Ingot’s Frangelico Taffy, 
“Geli.” Puppies were born the last week of September; 2 
boys and 4 girls are available. Anyone who is interested can 
contact either one of EGRC’s Puppy Referral Coordinators: Judy 
Gilick, email Shooz18@comcast.net or phone #954-474-3980, 
or Marlene Goldman, email Mresqgoldens@comcast.net or 
phone #561-742-8545. Photos of “Chaos” and “Geli” are 
provided. 

      “Chaos”        “Geli”        
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The stock market may be swinging wildly, but the short-term, and long-term trend for EGRC 
Goldens consists of a growing supply of rosettes and trophies, followed by awards and new titles 
ahead.  With this type of track record, the Newsletter Analyst says the forecast is absolutely 
bullish—no bailout needed for these dogs!    
 
Agility 
 
Kristine Spillane-Parker reports that in Miami, at the four-day AKC agility show in September, 
her girls were not only hot, but on FIRE!!! They ran 15 courses that weekend.  WOW!!! 
 
Here’s the lowdown: on September 25, 2008, MACH Merichase Shes Like The Wind, 
RN, OF, ADHF, “Maggie,” Q'ed in EXC B standard and got 11 MACH2 points, and 
then in EXC B jumpers she Q'ed again  with 6 MACH2 points and a Double Q. The 
next day, “Maggie” Q'ed again in EXC B jumpers, and got 6 more MACH2 points, 
and also won Second Place in Excellent Fast. This is her second leg toward her XF 
title!  
  
On September 27, 2008 “Maggie” Q'ed a second time in EXC B standard and got 14 
more MACH2 points, and then, in EXC B jumpers, she Q'ed a third time around, with a 
Double Q, earning 5 additional MACH2 points.  On that same day, “Maggie” won 
Second Place in Excellent Fast again, giving her a new Excellent Fast (XF) title 
!!! 
The following day, “Maggie” Q'ed in EXC B standard and got 13 MACH2 points, and 
then also Q’ed in EXC B jumpers earning 6 more MACH2 points. Whew!!! 
 
“Maggie’s” roommate was not about to go home empty-handed.  On September 27, 2008, 
“Merichase Kindred Spirit, NA, NAJ, “Sage,” the younger of the two Goldens, took 
First Place in Open Jumpers!!!  Kristin says that “Sage” not only beat the entire class 
of dogs, but even those fast Border Collies! Way to represent!!!  
 
Breed 
 
It was practically déjà vu all over again for Pam and Jerry Oxenberg of Toasty Golden Retrievers. 
Multiple BIS CH Toasty’s Treasure Island, SDHF, BISS, “Treasure,” won top 
honors at the Top Twenty Gala, hosted by the Golden Retriever Foundation at the 
National!!! “Treasure” competed against last year’s Top Twenty winner, Multiple 
BIS, BISS CH Happy Hour Highmark Toasty, SDHF, “Rotten,” who just happens 
to be her sire, and whose proud owners also are Pam and Jerry.  
 
“Rotten” apparently had plans to make sure that he wouldn’t be upstaged at this year’s 
National. “Rotten” won First Place in the Stud Dog Class, represented by two of his get, 
“Treasure,” and CH Toasty’s Mandalay Bay, “Jack!!!” EGRC member Cathy Kollman 
is the proud owner of “Jack” with Pam.  Carolee Douglas and Jane Bates co-own “Treasure” 
with Pam and Jerry.  
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But wait—there’s more! “Treasure,” “Rotten,” and “Jack” later competed for BOB and 
all three got a nod from the judge, with “Rotten,” and “Jack” earning JAM’s and 
“Treasure” winning BOB!!! WHOO HOO!!!  
 
Gemini's Fallchase The Butler Did It, BISS, “Cody,” won Winners Dog and 
Best of Winners on Friday, September 19 in Atlanta!!! “Cody’s” proud owners are Maura 
Roxby and Cindi Metcalf. However, “Cody’s” first CH points were just a warm up to a huge 
win that was to come a few days later.  “Cody” won Best Opposite Sex In 
Sweepstakes at the National in Rhode Island, competing against 155 Golden Retrievers!!! 
Another WHOO HOO!!! “Cody’s” win came from the 15-18 month dog class. Maura also 
is very proud of her daughter, Junior Handler Courtney Roxby, who was at the end of the 
lead when breeder Wayne Miller, who was judging the Best In Sweepstakes class, pointed at 
“Cody.” We’ve got a photo of “Cody” for everyone to enjoy! 
 

Gemini’s Fallchase The Butler Did It, BISS, BOSS, “Cody”    

Breeder Laura Kling, 
Sweepstakes Judge for 
dogs, awards “Cody” 

First Place in his class 
at the National! Courtney 

Roxby was “Cody’s” 
handler, and guided him to 

a BOSS win under 
Breeder Judge Wayne 

Miller!!! 
Photo courtesy of Maura 

Roxby, who owns “Cody” 
with one of his breeders, 
Cindi Metcalf.  Barbara 

Tucker is his other proud 
breeder! 

 

 
Mike Orloff and Pat Kopco’s two over achievers, U-CH/UCD/HR UH/Int’l CH Deauxquest 
Midknight Rambler CD, RAE3, SH, NAP, NJP, NFP, WCX, VC, “Jagger,” and half-brother, 
U-CH/HR/Int’l CH Bridgeton’s Dancin’ Fool RN, SH, NFP, WC, “Zappa” also have some 
brags to report from the National.  “Jagger” took Second in the Hunting Retriever 
Class, and also won another Second Place  rosette with “Zappa” in the Brace Class!!! 
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Pat was their handler. There were lots of rosettes hanging from “Jagger” and “Zappa’s” 
family tree, as their sire, Am./Can. CH OTCH Highmark Mirasol Once A Knight 
VCD3 UDX3 TDX JH MX MXJ WC VCX OS SDHF OBHF, “Yogi,” took BOS in breed! 
Make sure you don’t miss “Jagger” and “Zappa’s” other brags in the Miscellaneous 
section! 
 
Kathy Cudak’s Golden Family also arrived home loaded with rosettes from the National.  CH 
Gemini’s Chants To Xcel, SDHF, BISS, “CH True,” had made the trip up to Rhode 
Island to participate in the Top Twenty and Kathy was thrilled that he had qualified for this 
high honor—but she also was proud of his sons! Gemini's Furst Draft, “Ruff,” from “CH 
True's” first litter took Second Place in the 9-12 Puppy Dog Regular Class!!! Since 
Kathy was not able to make it up in time for sweeps, “Ruff” missed that competition. “Ruff” 
is owned by Kathy and co-owned by “Grandma” Barbara Tucker. 
 
“Ruff’s” littermate/brother, Gemini's Furst Responder, “Chase,” took Second 
Place in 9-12 Puppy Sweeps and was in the very final cut for the 9-12 Regular 
Class!!!  “Chase” is owned by Candi Pearce and co-owned by Lisa Werner.  Candi bred The 
“Furst” litter.  Kathy is so proud of her boys!  
 
Margie Sarkin and the Goldruls Gang had a great time at the National this year!  Highlights were 
Goldruls Keymand Performance, “Fergie,” making cuts in both 6-9 sweeps and 
regular classes.  And Mom, "Largo," CH Goldruls Key To Par A Dice TD JH VC 
CCA, was not to be outdone by her daughter, making the cut in BOB, with some very lovely 
Goldens! 
 
Goldruls also snagged some nice ribbons in Florida. Sheila Shreve and U-CH Goldruls 
WalKey'N On Sunshine RN CCA CGC TDI, “Walker,” had an exciting weekend in 
Deland.  “Walker” earned his first two points, going WD/BOW under Judge Houston Clark.  
Morgan Brooks beautifully presented him.  Go Walker! 
  
Miscellaneous 
 
“Plato,” a rescued Golden from EGRR, was a finalist for the GRACE (Golden Rescue And 
Community Excellence) Award, sponsored by Rescue a Golden of Arizona (RagOfAZ). 
Nine-year-old “Plato” had been left in the night drop off area of Palm Beach County Animal 
Care and Control and was fostered for EGRR by EGRR/EGRC member Kristi Sachtleben  
before being adopted by Marie and Tom Foley last year. “Plato” became a certified therapy 
dog through Therapy Dogs Inc. shortly after his adoption and was responsible for lifting the 
spirits of those he visited with his kind smile and sweet manner.  The GRACE Award is given 
each year at the National to rescued Golden Retrievers that achieve something significant in 
the areas of law enforcement, animal assisted therapy or service, education or heroism. 
Congratulations to “Plato” on his Honorable Mention!!!  He receives a plaque and EGRR 
receives a monetary award for rescuing him!  
 
EGRC has its first GRCA Triathlon Award winners! U-CH/UCD/HR UH/Int’l CH 
Deauxquest Midknight Rambler CD, RAE3, SH, NAP, NJP, NFP, WCX, VC, “Jagger,” and 
half-brother, U-CH/HR/Int’l CH Bridgeton’s Dancin’ Fool RN, SH, NFP, WC, “Zappa” 
earned GRCA Triathlon Awards at the National!!! They were eligible because they had 
placements in three different venues--performance, field and breed.  Both of them earned a WC 
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to satisfy the field requirement, both Q’d in agility and rally, (so that took care of performance) 
and both earned rosettes in conformation (see the Breed section for their brags). Mike Orloff 
and Pat Kopco are the very proud owners. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Website Bits and Bytes—  
Photos Needed!!  

 
Hi, I would like to introduce myself. I'm Deena Strauss, your new webmaster. I will be your 
EGRC webmaster until Michele Panetta or someone else steps forward to take over the website. I 
have been a member of EGRC since 1998. 
 
This is the second time I have served as webmaster of EGRC. Michele started the first EGRC 
website on Geocities.com.  It was a free website and it was very good. Then I took over the 
webmaster duties from Michele. Under my original reign as webmaster, and with the approval 
from the Board of Directors, I secured the domain name www.EvergladesGRC.org  and arranged 
to move the website to private hosting so we wouldn't be subjected to advertising and pop-ups, 

GRCA 2009 Calendars Now 
On Sale    

 

 
 

Get into the swim of things and order 
your 2009 calendar! This year features 
more photos for each month, 
including, according to the GRCA, 
“one of the most incredible 
photos ever presented,” (it 
wouldn’t be that EGRC surfin’ Golden 
you see above now, would it?) Each 
calendar is $15; discounts apply for 
orders of 10 or more.  Visit 
www.grca.org and click “GRCA Store” 
to order.  If you don’t, then the pin up 
for the month of August, Toasty’s 
North Lake Jake CD, RN, CGC, 
TDI, “Jake,” says, “You’re All Wet!” 
“Jake” is owned and loved by David 
and Linda Rappaport and David 
captured the winning shot of “Jake.” 
 

It’s Awards Time! 
   

  
 
As 2008 draws to a close, EGRC honors 
its top Goldens, members and AKC 
titleholders.  How do you know if you’re 
eligible or not? Visit the Club website at 
www.evergladesgrc.org and click on 
“Policies” on the left hand tab.  Then 
click on “Awards Policy.”  All the rules 
and an application are right there.  The 
awards year runs from November 16, 
2007 through November 15, 2008. 
Awards Chair Linda Share wants all 
plaques and trophies returned to her by 
Sunday, November 2, 2008. If your 
Golden earns an AKC or GRCA title by 
November 15, you can contact Linda and 
update your application, but make sure 
you’ve met the attendance 
requirements.  If anyone has any 
questions, please contact Linda at 
Lindabeanie@att.net. 
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and I redesigned it. Back in those days, Golden Retriever Rescue was a part of EGRC and we had 
photos of all the rescue dogs on the website. 
 
After I stepped down, Margie Sarkin became the next webmaster and redesigned the website. 
Susan King became Webmaster after Margie and put some of her own personality into the 
website. I'd like to thank Susan and Margie for all the hard work and years they have put into 
handling the website. 
 
I am currently in the process of redesigning the website in order to put navigation buttons on all 
the pages. This is a very time consuming process so it may take a while. Until it is finished some 
pages will have the old design and some will have the new design.  
 
If you look at our home page, www.EvergladesGRC.org, you will see the new look. You will 
notice there is a banner of Club members’ Goldens. If you have a photo of your Golden in an 
action shot doing something that Goldens do that would look good on the banner, please email it 
to me.  
 
If there is a person in the photo, that person must be a Club member of EGRC and an owner of 
the Golden. The exception to this rule is if it is a therapy dog photo or a photo of your dog doing 
a visit of some kind, such as at a school.  
 
I need photos of Goldens in action--agility, obedience, tracking, field, rally, therapy, education, 
conformation, etc. One photo per dog please, so please send me the one you like best. 
 
If you have any questions, comments, or submissions, PLEASE write to me at 
DSGoldens@gmail.com and put "EGRC Website" on the subject line. I get a lot of spam email 
and if your email does not have "EGRC Website" on the subject line, I may not see it, or worse 
yet, it may go into my trash folder or junk folder. 
 
Sincerely 
Deena Strauss,  
EGRC Webmaster 
 

 
 

Newsletter News 
Submit Your Brags By The 25th Of Each Month 

Visit our web site for the most up-to-date info: www.evergladesgrc.org 
Have a great dog recipe? Send it to Rappwizard@aol.com. 

Want to get involved? Support our “sister” rescue group Everglades Golden Retriever Rescue, 
Inc. and just make a simple donation—it all counts!  Visit the rescue web site at www.egrr.org 

 
Newsletter Editor 
Linda Rappaport 
333 Cambridge Drive 
Weston, FL 33326 




